
Mayflower  reviews  and comments  

Fiona Griffiths  - Just a quick note to say how very much we all enjoyed the play tonight. Connie (descendant 

of Edward Winslow) and Dave specifically asked me to send their congratulations - they thought it an 

extraordinary piece of work. 

Really great evening - you and the team should be very proud. 
 
Francis Beckett (Author of the play Clement Attlee) - I enjoyed the Mayflower show, and I thought you made 
the very most of the very limited facilities a small fringe venue can offer.  The characters were well drawn 
and there was plenty of dramatic tension to sustain interest.  I did wonder whether it was really a film 
script rather than a theatre one. Would love to have the printed script when available  

 
Worshipful Company of World Traders 
Incorporated by Royal Charter 
Mary Hardy 
Master 
Bravo! What an excellent evening! Brilliant story telling and I particularly appreciated the epilogue to finish 

off the stories of the characters we'd seen. And well done to Emma for taking on the part at short notice. I 

have to report I felt quite seasick in Act 2! 

I hope you were pleased with the way it went and are already looking forward to your next production 

Rozzi Barda (Phone call) - We went last night to see the play at The Hen and Chickens.  We had an 

absolutely brilliant evening. It was sensationally good, sensationally good. We were blown away. We went 

as we felt we must go and support it, but we would have missed out big time if we had not gone.  

Everything - even the seagulls! - had been thought through. The atmosphere was created so formidably on 

this little stage. Wonderful device of telling you where you were at and at what time. Really really great.   

Frances (on our feedback forms) - I have been interested in the story of the Mayflower and those who 

sailed in her for a long time and was intrigued to see how this difficult subject would be handled 

dramatically. I so enjoyed the evening and would like to congratulate the writer and all those whose talent 

and enthusiasm brought the play to life. The play has much promise. I loved the enterprise and daring of 

the idea to stage it and feel it would be well worth developing it further. Thank you all very much  

Christine Garnham  (on our feedback form) - This is the second time I have come to see it so that’s a 

recommendation in itself. I wanted to come and take it in more as it is such a historic subject. Lovely 

diction and costumes. Such a shame there were not more in the audience. I live nearby so come regularly.  

And some great advice from Christine: “Victualler” in  Act 2 -  the “c” is NOT pronounced; cf the convict in 

Great Expectations who tells Pip he needs “vittles”!!   

Either Mrs  Winslow OR Mistress (not both - inconsistent)  

 

 



 

Review from Aline Waites freelance Journalist (formerly of The Ham and High)  

 

 

 

 



Charles Justice  

Historia Theatre Company’s current production, Kate Glover’s Mayflower: They Knew They Were Pilgrims, 

is being performed until 11 June at the Hen and Chickens at Highbury Corner. A well-constructed and 

moving piece, acted with the usual spark and eloquence of a Historia cast made up of some familiar and 

some impressive new members. It traces the progress of the Leiden non-conformist congregation from 

their decision to set up in Virginia to their unplanned arrival in Massachusetts. As well as the underlying 

theme of religious persecution, the plot addresses the exploitation of refugees from persecution by 

ruthless venture capitalists who fund the journey in exchange for years of slave labour from the pilgrims, 

and send them to sea in overcrowded, barely seaworthy vessels. The play was written to mark the 400th 

anniversary of the 1620 voyage, but of course could not be performed live in the anniversary year.  Four 

hundred years on, the parallels with the present day could scarcely be more chilling. 

As pub theatres go, the H&C is pretty good, if bum-numbing.  The traffic noise can be a distraction - but it 

can’t outdo Michael Murray’s exuberant sound effects.   

Charles Justice, 29 May 2022 

Jane  
Just a note to say how much I LOVED last night. I had only seen it on screen before, with most of the actors 
reading from scripts - which, though powerful in itself, and very memorable, was not a patch on the full 
blown thing. It was absolutely terrific, and all of you did so well - including that girl who came in at less 
than a day’s notice!  It was slick and tight, and flawless, it seemed to me.  I was so proud! And, as always 
with your plays, I learned so much while being entertained. Terrific. 
 



 


